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Educational pretext for ideological attack

Academic Marla Repousi, head of the group that wrote the conteniious primary school history textbook, talks to Kathimerini

By ArcToLDs Lagassas
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hniﬂil b-mmu of the :l‘.nm i:lnd I:ul:r
tory tescthook that has sparkasd such appo-
sitiem? Ectucation Minister Marietta Glarr
nakou made it clear last week that “nobody is
talking abautwithdrawing it The EducnotionMin-

fstry's paticy i formukbtied by its leadershin.®
The suthors will make some changes in line
withan Athéns Amdemny repor and propasals by
ieachers. But there is still significant opposition
from sorne segmants of the public, politisal par-
tics and the Charch, which want the book with-

driwn.
They dalm, varioutly, that the book distarts

higtory, concmls hislarical evints, uses unscien-
tiflc mathodology and underrites the role of the
Churchin the 1821 Sruggle for independence
The Holy Symod even chimed that the book
oontmdenss Articke 3 of The Constitution, which
wates that the Education Ministry must see to
the natiogal and religious educition of Greek chil-
drién. “This particular beok coniravenes the

Greck Constitution and attempts to manipulate
the minds of young Greck puplls,” the Synod stat-
ed.

Maria Repoust, assistant professor ol history at
Thessalonlkl University and head ol the authori-
al ream, spoke to Kathimerini about the fate of
the book In the coming school year, the changes
to be made and the ariticism she has received.

Learning by discussion
rather than absorption

Apart fov thecorramends inthe
Atheras Acokarg repodt, whet
chiewill e faken imtorecoount
In ey chamoes (o [he book”
All the abservations we have
received. We will study them
with dug ariention and o the
exten| that they are compatt
bie with the detalled syllabus
and the stipulations for the
writing of new textbooks and
theirentire philosophy, we will
inchide them in the revived
version. We hope that aR this
debate among the public, Lhe
e of winiters, the communi-
¥ of historians and the s@ate
willbenefit thebook. | hopethe
sarme for our history education
and culture i peneral.
Do you think the Dook will be
absorted by puplls ia the
Miftle grudbe on the baviy of
thelr knowledge and the
reasching mvethod appiled in
the Firsi five classes o prl.
ricery sl
We don't want them toab-
sorh iL. We want to support a
leaming envitonmeml In
which chikirea studdy, discusy,
think. draw conclustons and In
that way keary history, Other-
wise there would be no need
for achange. We could havethe
previous books and claim vt
another world reooud, that of

keeplng the same schoalbooks
for 20 years. Another secosd we
tan chuim is for writing books
or CriCIAng exiiting ones
without having bothered to
s whal they are replacing or
looking at thetr pounterparts
inother Eurapean countries.

What are Matan: books Skos in

other uropean coceries?

They are far morne orlented
Lo Enropean and werld history
P ouir bodkia, There & more
than one and they ane writien
by teams of acadentcs, histort
ars and eschers whs ard spe-
clatists in thetr subject.

They set the children ques-
tions and organire the materi-
ul in such a way that the ques-
Hions can be answered Their
basic material combines rext
with historical soutces fn such
a balance 25 (o undermine e
primacy of the wext. They [n-
clude iiliforent forms of Textu-
aland visual materinl And this
is because they follow contem-
porary approaches totemching
history.

T vehal exlent okl Ui Slie OF

the book resirict the detablod

prerestation of histarioad

nguwres”

The text book has no size
lmitation; it has a dispropor
tionately large amount of ma-

terial. How big shoukl a book
be for o child of 11 ar 12 whao
has history lessons twice o
weery?

Other European states use
ihorer textbobks with fewer
pages, of alarger book that 13
for the first three years of pri-
mary schoal.

The problem i3 the vaxt
amount of materal {he book
must cover. And that wat nol
e ehside of Lhe Loarn of writ-
ers. It Complied with the de-
mands of the syllabus. This is
something thot must ehangs

The biggest prolilem for the book (right ) s not what Is being sald in public and on television
Bur e echoes Of thal SNOUCING In schools,’ sald Maria Repousl, assistant professor of history
at the Aristofle University of Thessalonikl, and head of the team that wrote the history fexibook,

national heroes abhsent. What

soour books, our tepchers and,
gbove all, our children can
breathe.

As for histerical Agures, our

perveprionis thatallpeophk ane
historical fgures, historical
subjects, given that by our ac:
tona, thoughts and tajtlatives

wie Influence events, and we
have an effect on develop-
ments. This perception |3 not
absent from the book. Nor are

is absent is the identification of
historical Ngures with national
heroes.

targe) of Wsokogionl s
1011984, D7 IRSENCE, [he [EXTook fr
the third yesir offanfor high school, writ-

maost ri:m-linlandpm-
fessors of in sreece, which was
criticized for its idecd glcal content, was
eventually branded * nti-historical”™ and
antl-ducationa) beciuse of its method-
alogy and language.

in 1985, feDers tavrianos's book
~Hstory arthe Huma Race, * which was
condemned for "athe em” and for over-
turning “the founda on of Greek civi-
m‘mwummm
lcalyunfounded”

Ocipnt.” Remamber that Stavrianos

criticism in the past

=

II!I"'MIWHMEM
of Chicago, was also an eminent historf-

an and the “father” of global history.

‘We keep seeing that the scientific and
educational argument becomes an alibl
for holding history education hostage to
mmmhﬂuummm
development and upgrading of history "
citizens of Greece. | believe that this time
we can and must handle it differently.
We shouldnt let them take away anoth-
er good schoolbook.

Book to
retain its
structure

Which parts of the book will the authors change?

It's too early to say exactly. We are at the stage of
studying the comments. The writers have (o be

* prodent because the idea is to move forward, not

backward to where the scaremongering and un-
democratic tactics want to take us,

Where cise in the book will there e changes”

Al this stage the changes mainly concemn the
introductions to the texts, because the attention
and comments have [ocused on them.

The structure of the book, the overall method-
ological and sclentific basis, will not change. The
ratio of bext to historical sources will not change,
for instance. We are open to such changes, but
they will emerge from an assessment of the
“teachability™ of the book. If teachers have diffl-
culty managing the new method, we will take it
seriously Into account and work with the Peda-
gogical Institute on finding ways to rectify it. That
will pot be In the coming school year but the one
after.

In that case. showld we expect o new, compleiely

differeni book”

We should expect an even better hook. That is
our goal and we hope teachers will help us with
that and refuse to see the book through the eves
of its critics. They must stick to their own opinion
and not get caught up in partisan pettiness.

In my view, the biggest problem for the book is
not what Is being sald In public and on television
but the echoes ol that shouting in schools,

The book will bé taught from the start of the
schoal year In all Greek and Greek-Cypriot
schools, and it iy an incredible act ol palitical irre-
sponsibllity to run down a book that the stateand
the competent authorities have deemed sultable
for schools. Besides, this book is already In all
schoalbags. Has anyone who makes thelir career
on television wondered how children feel about
being taught this book? How much their relation
to history, knowledge, school and the state has
been destabilized?



